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Chairperson’s word: 
Arguing on the Road 

Mark 9:33 “They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, He asked them, ‘What were you arguing 

about on the road?’” 

   I stopped seeking out opportunities to argue about the Bible close to twenty years ago. I found that 

heated discussions rarely changed any hearts, and that even defending a right view might not be what Jesus 

wants me to do at a given moment. It is well to take seriously James’ warning that even as we grumble at each 

other, “The Judge is standing at the door!” (James 5:8) 

In our generation, we have a disagreement about the meaning and authority of scripture. The non-

religious think it is too long, (but for really long-winded, nothing beats your cell-phone instructions,) has too 

many battles, (but nothing like Homer) and is too old, (It was eminently designed to last through generations.)  

A more pressing problem is that religious people refuse to regard its teaching as authoritative for their 

lives. “The Bible clearly says…” is no longer a winning argument. It should be, but it is not. For these, it is not 

that they cast aside scripture, few will admit to that. But spurious and doubtful claims about scripture are made 

to support arguments on what issue is ‘presenting’ in a generation. Each generation has had its own presenting 

issue, pacifism, free sex, collectivist economies, abortion, and now same-sex marriage. 

But our problem with the Bible is actually a Jesus problem. His sayings fill the Gospels, His words set 

the stage for the activity of the Church in Acts. The Epistles and Revelation are written by men with eyes fixed 

intently on Him. Those closest to Jesus interpreted the Old Testament as understood and completed in Him. He 

quoted freely from the Hebrew Scriptures, and everything points to the reality that Christ intended the New 

Testament to be written in response to Him, and understood in relation to Him.  

 And there is another sense that our problem with the Bible is actually a Jesus problem. He might well 

ask, “What were you arguing about on the road?” because even arguments about the Bible miss the ever 

present need to personally respond to Him. Each attempt to win one for our side and defeat the others still looks 

a lot like the disciples arguing about who is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 So to do evangelism, we both must take the Bible seriously, and also not immerse ourselves so deep in 

the latest presenting issue in the culture wars that we lose our first love. Mercy and pity and the truth spoken in 

love is our response to the repeating story, ‘Christianity has not been tried and found too hard, but it has been 

found to be hard, and left untried.’ 

       Love all, Love the Lord, 

EOEF Chairperson Pastor Harley Wheeler  

revharleywheeler@hotmail.com 

 

Social Media and Your Church – An Opportunity 

We would like to highlight the ministry of your church on the EOEF facebook page. Have you done an event, 

that has equipped the saints, proclaimed the gospel, or reached out in a grace-filled way to your community? 

Send the details or a link to revharleywheeler@hotmail.com to link the story on the EOEF Facebook page.  
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Youth Musicale 2014 

Youth Musicale is in the midst of setting up its summer tour. New faces have been added to the youth 

who will be experiencing this life-changing journey of Bible study, music and ministry. Look for news at 

Annual Conference about tour stops in your area July 9-13th. Pray for the young people and their 

leaders. As always, YM alumni are encouraged to stop at one of the concerts to see what God is doing this 

year through Youth Musicale. For more information, contact Jeff Trump, youthmusicale@juno.com 

 

Renewal Groups Update 

Good News and other United Methodist Renewal Groups have been monitoring developments and advocating 

vigorously as our denomination is being challenged with the growing movement in the US to legalize and 

legitimize gay marriage. You can read about the progress of many cases and others the United Methodist News 

service, umc.org/news, or the Good News outlet, goodnewsmag.org.  As we go through this time of testing, it 

seems clear that in some areas violations of the Discipline will be called strictly to account, and in others, the 

violations will be passed over and not dealt with to the satisfaction of conservative United Methodists.  It is easy 

to find speculation and analysis on these issues if our readers are interested, and so we will not try to repeat 

them here. We do ask that you pray, and that you reflect like Jane Bonner, in a February 18 article on the 

UMNS, in commenting on her deceased lesbian sister, Amy Lamb, that God loves her sister, but this lifestyle 

was not God’s best will for her life.  So let your conversation be filled with grace and seasoned with salt, 

(Colossians 4:6) not salt seasoned with little grace. 

 

Extreme Bible Zone 
Grades 5-8 in the fall of 2014 at Camp Wanake 

Dive into God’s Living Word and compete in the Bible Bowl! Enjoy a week of camp that includes hikes, games, 

horseback riding, singing, canoeing, and climbing on the wall with friends old and new. Top off your week with 

movie night and the Bible BowlChampionships. Live in a Retreat Center. July 20-25 Event #30633 

 
Senior High CYF—Christian Youth Fellowship 

Grades 9 through High School graduates in 2014 
Place: Malone University—Canton, Ohio, June 22 – June 28    

Each summer, for one incredible week, teenagers come together at Malone University to join together 
in creative worship, intense prayer, passionate service, lifelong relationship-building and compelling 
Bible study: in short, authentic Christian community. Check it out for yourself at www.mycyf.com. 

Need more information? Contact Joe Burkhardt:jburkhardt@yorkumc.org or 330-725-8147. 
 

Evangelist Directory 

EOEF is presently working on a directory of evangelists in the east Ohio conference to use as a resource for 

churches that are seeking preachers for revival renewal events.  If you are gifted in the area of presenting the 

gospel in a challenging way and open to being invited to other Methodists churches in our connection, we 

would like to include your information in the upcoming Evangelist Directory. If you wish to make us aware of 

outstanding preachers so that we can include them, contact us as well. Send to Pastor Harley Wheeler 735 

Lynnwood Drive, Minerva, Ohio 44657, or email revharleywheeler@hotmail.com 

 

Is your Pastor, staff member or lay speaker blogging? We want to read them and focus the best on our 

Facebook page? email revharleywheeler@hotmail.com with the link! 

 

mailto:youthmusicale@juno.com
http://www.mycyf.com/
mailto:jburkhardt@yorkumc.org
mailto:revharleywheeler@hotmail.com
mailto:revharleywheeler@hotmail.com


EAST OHIO EVANGELICAL 
FELLOWSHIP BANQUET 

 
Good News President, Rob Renfroe 

 With Rob Renfroe, 
President and Publisher of  

Good News 

Tickets $9.00 
Reserve tickets by emailing Pastor 

TomSnyder,  revtds@neo.rr.com  or phoning  567-

844-0189, or purchase them at 345 Central, across 

from Hoover’s East side. 

June 18, 2014  Wednesday, 6pm,St. Joseph Parish 
Hall, 113 James Street outside Lakeside in Marblehead, 
Ohio.  Food Provided by Avery’s Café. 

Menu will be: Chicken Marsalla with Mushrooms, Roasted Red Potato, Green Beans 

Almondine, Tossed Salad with Dressing, Dinner Rolls with Butter, Beverage, and Dessert. 

 

 

 EAST OHIO EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP 

204 N. Main Street, Minerva, Ohio 44657 

440-417-8075 | revharleywheeler@hotmail.com  

eoefboard.wordpress.com/  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EAST OHIO EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP - OUR PURPOSE: 

To AFFIRM United Methodism’s commitment to Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord,under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,  to the 

historic Christian faith,to the Wesleyan doctrinal standard, to the Holy Scriptures as authority for faith and life. 

to DEMONSTRATE  the relevance and the validity of  scriptural Christianity for our day. 

to EMPHASIZE   the mission of the church as leading persons to a saving relationship with Jesus Christ, which will result in 

personal Spiritual growth, and responsible actions for social justice. 

to CHALLENGE all United Methodist to make a radical commitment of our lives to Jesus Christ,leading to personal and social 

HOLINESS!   

 

Details inside: East Ohio Evangelical Fellowship Banquet at this 

year’s Annual Conference. Tickets $9.00 

Speaker, Good News President, Rob Renfroe.  
June 18, 2014, Wednesday, 6pm, St. Joseph Parish Hall, 

113 James Street. outside Lakeside in Marblehead, Ohio 

Food Provided by Avery’s Cafe 

Poland United Methodist Church 
1940 Boardman Poland Road                  

Poland, OH 44514                

www.eoefboard.org 
 

Non-Profit Organ. 

U.S. Postage PAID 
Youngstown, Ohio 

PERMIT NO. 522 

EAST OHIO EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP 
 

OR CURRENT RESIDENT 


